The Ministry of Homemaking

When | was a little girl | used
to pour over magazines like
Better Homes and Gardens,
Country Living, and even
magazines that had home
building plans and | would
dream of my future home.
Everything about it was just
right.

From the large wrap-around
porch to the dormer windows,
the creative nooks, and
crannies, the perfect garden,
the smart storage... | had the
perfect home dreamt up
inside my head and firmly
lodged in my heart.

It's funny how childhood dreams can follow you into
adulthood. Or at least they did for me!

What those childhood dreams didn't take into account was
how much work and money it would all take.
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The reality wasn't nearly as pretty. Of course, | do have a
nice home today. It needs a lot of work and sometimes the
amount of work our fixer-upper needs can be very
overwhelming!

Some of you may have ended up with your dream homes
and that is awesome. | didnt end up with exactly what |
had always dreamed of and that's okay. | am very blessed
to have the home | have. And most days | feel that way...

It's easy to feel overwhelmed whether you have your
dream home or not. Life doesn't always take the direction
we planned. In fact, in my experience, life has taken many
detours and homemaking has been very hard for me at
times. Okay, if 'm being honest there have been years of
struggling with homemaking.

It wasn't until a few years ago when | felt God speaking to
my heart and | finally understood that homemaking was
about more than just housekeeping and drudgery.
Homemaking is about creating a space that feels like home
- a place where perfection isn't necessary and where the
people there could learn, grow, love authentically. Home is
where family and friends should feel acceptance and offer
each other grace. Home is where real life is lived and real
life is messy and raw and not always pretty. But home
offers a place for those raw feelings to find solace and
comfort and healing.
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Yesterday | talked about how a wise woman builds her
home and how homemaking is a ministry. Remember, the
word ministry is derived from the word minister.

To minister means: “attend to the needs of someone” -
doesn't that totally sum up homemaking?

Every task you perform, every meal you prepare, every dish
you wash, every nose you wipe, every kiss you give — you
are ministering to the needs of someone you love.

Unfortunately, our culture has conditioned the average
person to think of homemaking as an outdated,
oppressive occupation of women in the past. You look at
imagery of the stereotypical homemaker and what do you
find?

Feminists do not see homemaking and child-rearing as
valuable uses of a person’s time. But what person, young
or old, doesn't appreciate a neat and orderly space,
deliciously prepared meals, clean clothes, a clean
bathroom, and someone to comfort them when they are
feeling sad?

| don't know anyone who desires to live in a house that is
dirty, cluttered, smells bad, never has clean laundry, or
feels stressful.

Homemaking is a very real, practical, and demanding
ministry that should bless and encourage everyone.
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The Ministry of Homemaking

Homemaking is a very real, practical, and demanding ministry that
should bless and encourage everyone. But homemaking is hard and
the demands on your time can be exhausting. You are probably doing

better than you think!

My Ministry at Home

What are some of your favorite ways to bless your family
through homemaking?
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